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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO MEETING OF THAl-US COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE 

1 . WE SEEM TO HAVE COME OUT OF YESTERDAY'S MEETING OF THE 
THAI-US COORDINATING COMMITTEE WELL SO FAR. PRESS COVERAGE OE 
THE TWO NEWS CONEERENCES HAS GENERALLY INDICATED A HALT 

TO US EORCE REDUCTIONS HERE. GENERAL KRIANGSAK'S REMARKS WERE 
CARRIED BY FIVE THAI AND SIX CHINESE LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS, 

AS WELL AS THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE "BANGKOK POST." MOST OP THE 
SAME NEWSPAPERS REPORTED CHARUNPHAN'S COMMENTS. (TWO OF THE 
THAI LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS IGNORED CHARUNPHAN'S PRESS 
CONFERENCE AND THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE "NATION," AS WELL AS THE 
"BANGKOK WORLD," DID NOT COVER KRINAGSAK'S.) 

2. "THAI RATH," ONE OF BANGKOK'S LEADING THAI LANGUAGE 
PAPERS REPORTED THAT GENERAL KRIANGSAK SAID "THE 
WITHDRAWAL OP US TROOPS PROM THAILAND HAS BEEN SUSPENDED 
BECAUSE THE SITUATION IN CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAM HAS 
BECOME CRITICAL." IT ADDED THAT FURTHER US TROOP CUTS 
WOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED UNTIL THE SITUATION (IN SOUTHEAST 
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3. THE CHINESE LANGUAGE "CHIN HUA JIT PAO" REPORTED THAT 
THE THAI-US COORDINATING COMMITTEE DID NOT DISCUSS US 
TROOP WITHDRAWALS BUT TWO OTHER CHINESE-LANGUAGE PAPERS 
SAID THE COMMITTEE "DECIDED TEMPORARY CESSATION OF AMERICAN 
TROOP WITHDRAWALS BECAUSE OF THE WORSENING SITUATION IN 
BORDER NATIONS." 

4. THE "BANGKOK POST" ARTICLE HEADLINE "INDOCHINA 
SITUATION MAY HALT US PULLOUTS", WENT ON TO SAY THAT "THAI 
AUTHORITIES EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE SITUATION IN 
CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAM AND SAID IT WOULD HAVE A 
DIRECT EFFECT ON THE SCHEDULE OF FURTHER WITHDRAWALS OF 
AMERICAN WARPLANES AND SERVICEMEN." 

5. CHARUNPHAN'S PRESS CONFERENCE, HELD FOUR HOURS BEFORE 
KRIANGSAK'S INDICATED THAT THE THAI-US COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE WOULD DISCUSS TROOP WITHDRAWALS. KRINGSAK'S 
STATED THAT A DISCUSSION OF TROOP WITHDRAWALS WOULD 
HAVE TO AWAIT IMPROVEMENT IN THE INDOCHINA SITUATION. THE 
NET EFFECT IN MOST PRESS STORIES IS AN AMALGAMATION 

OF THE TWO PRESS CONFERENCES CREATING THE IMPRESSION 
THAT TROOP REDUCTIONS WERE DISCUSSED AND IT WAS 
DECIDED THAT THEY SHOULD NOT TAKE PLACE. 

6. KRIANGSAK, IN HIS STATEMENT, CAME EVEN CLOSER TO 
SAYING THAT A DECISION HAD BEEN MADE TO SUSPEND TROOP RE- 
DUCTIONS THAN HE INDICATED HE WOULD IN THE COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE MEETING. BEFORE A MEETING JANUARY 23 WITH DOD/ISA 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY JORDAN, AT WHICH POMIL 
COUNSELOR WAS PRESENT, KRIANGSAK WAS EAGER TO LEARN 

THE EMBASSY'S REACTION TO HIS PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
TO COVERAGE OF IT. WE EXPRESSED GRATIFICATION. HE 
ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE TOO WAS PLEASED WITH THE OUTCOME AND 
SAID THAT IN THE FUTURE HE WOULD GO FURTHER IN EDUCATING 
THE PUBLIC ON THE SECURITY SITUATION IN INDOCHINA. IT MAY BE 
THAT HIS INSISTENCE IN THE JANUARY 22 MEETING THAT THERE BE 
NO INDICATIONS OF A DECISION AGAINST FURTHER TROOP REDUCTIONS 
WAS DUE TO THE PRESENCE OF THE MFA REPRESENTATIVES. HE 
ALSO CONFIDED THAT AFTER THE COMMITTEE MEETING HAD ENDED 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 BANGKO 01304 231508Z 

ON JANUARY 22, HE HAD HAD TO FIGHT (PRESUMABLY WITH MFA) 

TO PRESERVE THE FINAL AGREED SENTENCE (PARA 9 BANGKOK 1223). 

7. WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE OFFICIAL OR UNOFFICIAL PRESSURE 
FOR ADDITIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON TROOP REDUCTIONS UNTIL THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT IS FUNCTIONING. 

KINTNER 
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